LISTING OF AND AMENDMENTS TO CLAIMS: 




I s ) (currently amended) A method for distributing a)/ least 
f ne application in a communication network, sa^3 method 
comprising the steps of: 

redirecting to one server of a plurality of proxy 
servers at locations distributed/ throughout the 
network , at least one service reqtyMt received from a 
client for said at least one application; 

determining a set of programs required at said one 
server to fulfil said request for said at least one 
application ; and 

executing said set of programs. 

2. (original) A methpfa as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising examining /a cache of programs to obtain the set 
of programs; 

3. (original) method as recited in claim 2, wherein said 
cache is located at another server of said plurality of 
proxy server* 



4. (original) A method as recited in claim 2, further 
comprising returning the results of the step of executing 
to the' client* 
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5. (original) A method as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising forwarding a portion of the request that' needs 
to be satisfied at another server to said another server. 

6. (original) A method as recited in claim 5 /wherein said 
another server is a backend server. 

7. (original) A program storage device readable by machine, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by 
the machine to perform method stepp for distributing at 
least one application in a communication network, said 
method comprising the steps of claun 1. 

8. (original) A method as reoated in claim 1, wherein the 
step of executing includes: / 

obtaining parameters/ for execution from a backend 
server ; and / 

writing any resi/lting logging and error messages to 
said backend server. 

9. (original) N method as recited in claim 1, where the 
step of determining includes parsing the request to 
determine the program required to satisfy the request. 

10. (original) A method as recited in claim 9„ further 
comprising^: 

retrieving a proxylet-record for said program; 
/and 
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• # 

looking up a field of said proxylet-record/ for 
determining the set of programs to be executed at 
the proxy server; / 

11. (original) A method as recited in c^aim 2, where the 
step of examining includes : / 

employing a local store in determining a first 
set of programs present at/ the first proxy 
server ; and / 

downloading a second set /of programs from another 
server for said second set of programs not 
present at said proxy/ 

12. (original) A method as recited in claim 1, where the 
step of redirecting /is based upon a-priori knowledge of 
location of said sec of programs. 

13. (original)/ A method as recited in claim 12 , wherein 
said a-priori/ knowledge is deployed at a domain name 
server. / 

14. (original) A method as recited in claim 12, wherein 
said a-jfriori knowledge is deployed at a backend server. 

15 . / (currently amended) An apparatus to accelerate a 
distributed application within a network, the apparatus 
(Comprising : 
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a wide area load balancer for distributing/ at 
least one request from at least one client /to a 
particular proxy server from among a plurality of 
proxy servers distributed throughout the network ; 

an application distributor for distributing a set 
of programs used for said distributed application 
to at least said particular /proxy server 
necessary to satisfy said at least/ one request; 

an [ [a] ] information-management recorder for 
recording connectivity information about the set 
of programs; and 

an execution device for/ executing said set of 
programs satisfying sadud at least one request at 
said particular proxy ^Server. 

16. (original) An apparatus as recited in claim 15 , 
further comprising a ^request forwarder for forwarding to 
another server any portions of said at least one request 
which have to be executed at said another server. 

17. (currently attended) An apparatus for distributing at 
least one application in a communication network , 
comprising: 

a plurality/ of proxy s e rv e r servers each having: 



a fj Lrst set of programs used in said at least one 
application, a second said set of programs 



retrieved from a back-end server and executed 
locally to satisfy part of at least one request 
received from a client; 

a set of cached data associated with/ said sets 
eet of programs; 

a set of information-management Records for said 
sets eefe of programs; and 

a Cache Manager for maintaining the set of 
programs , the set of cached data and the set of 
information-management records in distribution of 
said at least one application. 



18. ( currently amended) 
least one application jcn 
apparatus comprising a #ackend 



apparatus for distributing at 
a communication network, said 
server having: 



a first set of / programs used for said at least 
one application that , said first set of programs 
being distributed to at — least — one — server — of a 
plurality of proxy servers within the network; 

a second set of programs used for said at least 
one application, said second set of programs 
being executed locally by the backend server ; 



a/ third set of programs used for said at least 
>ne application, said third set of programs to 




receive logging and error messages from the / 
execution of said first set of programs; and / 

an accessing server to provide access tp the 
first set of programs by any of thp proxy 
servers . / 

19. (original) An apparatus as described in claim 18, 
further comprising a request redirec^tor for redirecting 
requests to one of the plurality of proxy servers. 

20. (original) An article of /manufacture comprising a 
computer usable medium having' computer readable program 
code means embodied therein for causing application 
distribution in a network wiith a plurality of machines, the 
computer readable program^ code means in said article of 
manufacture comprising computer readable program code means 
for causing a computer /to effect the steps of claim 1. 

21. (currently amended) A method for distributing at least 
one application, said method comprising: 

redirecting one client for said at least one 
application, to a first proxy server from a 
plurality of proxy servers di s tr ibu ted throughout 
a network ; 

evaluating a request for said at least one 
application to determine a part of said 
/application that is executable at the first proxy 
/ server / and 
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executing said part at said proxy server. 

22. (original) A method as recited in claim l£ g further 
comprising obtaining at least one program used/ by said at 
least one application enabling said step of executing. 

23. (original) A method as recited in plaim 22, further 
comprising determining a location of ysaid at least one 
program . 

24. (original) A method as recited in claim 22 , further 
comprising obtaining values of parameters specific to said 
request 

25. (original) A method as/ recited on claim 24 , wherein 
the step of executing includes 

performing at leasy one operation to satisfy said 
request; and 

writing any Resulting logging messages to a 
backend serve 

26. (original^ A method as recited in claim 25, wherein 
said backend /server is managing said at least one program. 

27. (original) A method as recited in claim 23 , wherein 
said location is the location of a second proxy server. 
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28. (original) A method as recited in claim 23 , jfrherein 
the step of determining includes : / 

obtaining a proxylet- record for said request; and 

looking up at least one field in th^ proxylet- 
record . / 

29. (original) A method as recited /n claim 24 , wherein 
the step of obtaining includes: / 

obtaining a proxylet-record fpr said request; and 

looking up at least one /field in the proxylet- 
record. / 

30. (currently amended) A/method as recited in claim 21 , 
further comprising redirecting a second request from said 
first client to a secondr proxy server. 

31. (original) A mejthod as recited in claim 21 , further 
comprising redirecting a second request received from a 
second client to said first proxy server. 

32. (original)/ A method as recited in claim 21, further 
comprising redirecting a second request received from a 
second client to a second proxy server. 

33. (original) An article of manufacture comprising a 
computed usable medium having computer readable program 
code / means embodied therein for causing application 

/ 9 




distribution in a network with a plurality of machines , the 
computer readable program code means in said article of 
manufacture comprising computer readable program^ code means 
for causing a computer to effect the steps of plaim 21. 

34. (original) A program storage device readable by 
machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions 
executable by the machine to perform method steps for 
distributing at least one application in a communication 
network , said method comprising the /steps of claim 21. 

35. (new) A method as recitfed in claim 1, further 
comprising selecting said one/ server to be closer to a 
client requesting a service .provided by said application, 
than other of said plurality/ of proxy servers. 

36. (new) A method a/s recited in claim l f further 
comprising providing / administrative control of said 
application with a backend server, and selecting said one 
server to be closer to a client requesting a service 
provided by said application than said backend server. 

37. (new) a method as recited in claim l f further 
comprising scoring at least a portion of said programs on 
each of saia proxy servers. 

38. (nefo) A method as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising providing a backend server in communication with 
each/ of said proxy servers for administrative control of 
eaczfti of said proxy servers . 
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39. (new) A method as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising providing a backend server in communication with 
said client for providing services for portions of said 
application that are not readily distributable to said 
proxy servers. / 

40. (new) An apparatus as recited in dlaim 15, further 
comprising means for selecting said particular proxy server 
to be closer to a client requesting sl service provided by 
said application, than other of saad plurality of proxy 
servers . / 

41. (new) An apparatus as recited in claim 15 , further 
comprising : / 

a backend server for .providing administrative control 
of said application, and / 

means for selecting said particular proxy server to be 
closer to a client requesting a service provided by said 
application than said backend server. 

42. (new) An apparatus as recited in claim 15, wherein 
said application distributor distributes at least a portion 
of said programs to each of said proxy servers. 

43. (new) / An apparatus as recited in claim 15, further 
comprising a backend server in communication with each of 
said proxy servers for administrative control of each of 
said proxy servers. 

44/ (new) An apparatus as recited in claim 15, further 
^comprising a backend server in communication with said 
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client for providing services for portions of said 
application that are not readily distributable to ^aid 
proxy servers . / 

45. (new) A method as recited in claim 21/f further 
comprising selecting said first proxy server Jio be closer 
to a client requesting a service provided by said 
application, than other of said plurality or proxy servers. 

\46. (new) A method as recited in /claim 21, further 
comprising providing administrative/ control of said 
\ application with a backend server, aiKl selecting said first 
V proxy server to be closer to a client requesting a service 
provided by said application than /said backend server . 

47. (new) A method as recited in claim 21, further 
comprising storing at least /a portion of said programs on 
each of said proxy servers/ 

48. (new) A method/ as recited in claim 21, further 
comprising providing A backend server in communication with 
each of said proxy servers for administrative control of 
each of said proxy servers. 

49. (new) A /method as recited in claim 21, further 
comprising providing a backend server in communication with 
said client for providing services for portions of said 
application that are not readily distributable to said 
proxy servers. 
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